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ulag, all that excessive theatricality went out the window, and 
qtie whole theory suffered greatly. All the fuss and iate of 


| cen flying in every direction, and the arrest of tens of 
thousands took on the appearance of a squalid roll call: they 


stood there with lists, read off the names of those on one train 
loaded them onto another, and that was the whole arrest. 
For several decades political arrests were distinguished in our 


country precisely by the fact that people were arrested who were 


uilty of nothing and were therefore unprepared-to put-up any 


resistance whatsoever. There was a general feeling of being 
destined for destrüction, a sense of having nowhere to escape 


from the GPU-NKVD (which, incidentally, given our internal 


passport system, was quite accurate). And even in the fever of 
epidemic arrests, when people leaving for work said farewell to 
their families every day, because they could not be certain they 
would return at night, even then almost no one tried to run away 
and only in rare cases did people commit suicide. And that was 
exactly what was required. A submissive sheep is a find for a wolf. 

This submissiveness was also due to ignorance of the mech- 
anics of epidemic arrests. By and large, the Organs-had-no pro- 
found reasons for their choice of whom to arrest and whom not 
to arrest. They merely had over-all assignments, quotas fora 
specific number of arrests. Thése quotas might be filled on an 
orderly basis or wholly arbitrarily. In 1937 a woman came to 
the reception room of the Novocherkassk NKVD to ask what 
she should do about the unfed unweaned infant of a neighbor who 
had been arrested. They said: “Sit down, we'll find out.” She sat 
there for two hours—whereupon they took her and tossed her 
into a cell. They had a total plan which had to be fulfilled in a 
hurry, and there was no one available to send out into the city 
—and here was this woman already in their hands! 

On the other hand, the NKVD did come to get the Latvian 
Andrei Pavel near Orsha. But he didn't open the door; he jumped 
out the window, escaped, and shot straight to Siberia. And even 
though he lived under his own name, and it was clear from his 
documents that he had come from Orsha, he was never arrested, 
nor summoned to the Organs, nor subjected to any suspicion 
whatsoever. After all, search for wanted persons falls into three 
Categories: All-Union, republican, and provincial. And the pur- 
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make it more difficult for them to sort out the mist ike. And it 
isn't just that you don't put up any resistance; you even walk 
down the stairs on tiptoe, as you are ordered to do, so your 
neighbors won't hear.? 

At what exact point, then, should one resist? When one's belt 
is taken away? When one is ordered to face into a corner? When 
one crosses the threshold of one's home? An arrest consists of a 
series of incidental irrelevancies, of a multitude of things that do 
not matter, and there seems no point in arguing about any one of 
them individually—especially at a time when the thoughts of the 
person arrested are wrapped tightly about the big question: "What 
for?"—Aand yet all these incidental irrelevancies taken together 
implacably constitute the arrest. 

Almost anything can occupy the thoughts of a person who has © 
just been arrested! This alone would fill volumes. There can be 
feelings which we never suspected. When nineteen-year-old 





5. And how we burned in the camps later, thinking: What would things 
have been like if every Security operative, when he went out at night to make 
an arrest, had been uncertain whether he would return alive and had to say 
good-bye to his family? Or if, during periods of mass arrests, as for example 
in Leningrad, when they arrested a quarter of the entire city, people had not 
simply sat there in their lairs, paling with terror at every bang of the down- 
stairs door and at every step on the staircase, but had understood they had 
nothing left to lose and had boldly set up in the downstairs hall an ambush of 
half à dozen people with axes, hammers, pokers, or whatever else was at hand? 
After all, you knew ahead of time that those bluecaps were out at night for 
no good purpose. And you could be sure ahead of time that you'd be 
cracking the skull of a cutthroat. Or what about the Black Maria sitting out 
there on the street with one lonely chauffeur—what if it had been driven off 
or its tires spiked? The Organs would very quickly have suffered a shortage of 
Officers and transport and, notwithstanding all of Stalin’s-thirst, the cursed 
machine would have ground to a halt! 


If... if... We didn’t love freedom enough, And even. more-ue- ad no— 
awareness of the real situation. We spent ourselves in one unrestrained outburst 


In 1217,amd"then we hurried to submit. We orion Wie epleasure/ (Arthur 
Ransome describes a workers’ meeting in Yaroslavl in 1921. Delegates were 
sent to the workers from the Central Committee in Moscow to confer on the 
substance of the argument about trade unions. The representative of the oppo- 


ion, Y. Larin, explained to the workers that their trade union must be their 
efense against the administration, that they possessed rights which they had 


won and upon wh h-no one else had any right to infringe. The we 
omn pieteiy 11 different, simply not comp hending nom. they sti 


: in 
oe defended agains d-whiy they still needed an 
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Ons in food, military discipline in the factory administration—this 

"9 great urely and simply deserved-everythin 
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and for eight years hid him in one apartment after another. The 


priest suffered so painfully from this harried life that when-he was 
finally ab ith do 1942 heran sini nie د‎ 


‘In this chapter we are speaking only of the masses, the helpless 
rabbits arrested for no one knows what reason. But in this book 
we will also have to touch on those who in postrevolutionary times 
remained genuinely political. Vera Rybakova, a Social Demo- 
cratic student, dreamed when she was in freedom of being in the 
detention center in Suzdal. Only there did she hope to encounter 
her old comrades—for there were none of them left in freedom. 
And only there could she work out her world outlook. The Socialist 
Revolutionary—the SR 一 Yekaterina Olitskaya didn't consider 
herself worthy of being imprisoned in 1924. After all, Russia's 
best people had served time and she was still young and had not 
‘yet done anything for Russia. But freedom itself was expelling 
her. And so both of them went to prison—with pride and hap- 
piness. 

“Resistance! Why didn't you resist?" Today those who have 
continued to live on in comfort scold-those who suffered. 

Yes, resistance should have begun right there, at the moment | 
of the arrest itself. 


Minen. erame a .一 一 


And so they are leading-you. During a daylight arrest here is 
always that brief and unique moment when they are leading you, 
either inconspicuously, on the basis of a cowardly deal you have 
made, or else quite openly, their pistols unholstered, through a 
crowd of hundreds of just such doomed innocents as yourself. 
You aren't gagged. You really can and you really ought to cry 


| out—to cry out that you are being arrested! That villains in dis- 


! 


guise are trapping people! That arrests are being made on the 
strength of false denunciations!-That millions are being subjected 
to silent re reprisals! If many such outcries had been heard- 
the city in the course of a day, would not our fellow citizens 
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—(There was even a small reverse wave * pe Teme in this 
particular year: some engineers who had already been sentenced 
or put under interrogation were released. Thus D. A. Rozhansky 
came back. pter we not 7 he had won his duel with Stalin? 

mn r civi 








sponsibili 1 ne 
T this or ‘whole. book?) 
DD Fr d 
Auf same year Stalin was still engaged in grinding beneath his 
hoof the long-since prostrate Mensheviks. (There was a public 
trial in March, 1931, of the ^All-Union Bureau of Mensheviks," 
Groman, Sukhano A and Yakubovich, and a certain number of 
small, scattered, unannounced arrests took Pate in "C en ) 
And suddenly Stalin “reconsidered.” #7 AZ} uM. 2 JA \e 
The White Sea folk say of the tide, the Water reconsiders, 
meaning the moment just before it begins to fall. Well, of course, 
it is inappropriate to compare the murky soul of Stalin with the 
water of the White Sea. And perhaps he didn’t reconsider any- 
thing whatever. Nor was theré any ebb tide. But one more miracle 
happened that year. In 1931, following the trial of the Prom- 
party, a grandiose trial'of the Working Peasants Party was being 
Ptepared—on the grounds that they existed (never, in actual 


fact!) as an enormous organized underground force among the 


Tural intelligentsia, including leaders of consumer_and agricultural 


cooperatives and the more advanced upper layer of the peas- 
«d and er ee preparing to oral the dictator- 
Nip of the proletariat, At-the trial of the Promparty this Working 
vel kno Party—the TKP—was referred to as if it were already 

s 1 known and under detention. The interrogation apparatus of 
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ur 6 وو‎ referred to here was the same Sukhanov in whose apart- 
itae AIVE, in Petrograd, and with whose knowlec ge (and the 
nowadays are lying when they say it was without his knowledg 
Ik Cei tral Committee met on October 10, 13 m | | 
taun Ys an armed uprising. ert na x : 
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` „ Mon-Orthodox sects were-also-unc -T COfisfant-attack, even 

| jose sympa tic to Communis . (Thus, ñ 929, they arrested 
lverwlast member of the communes between Sochi and Khosta. 

These communes ran-everything—both production and distribu- 

jon—on a Communist basis, and it was all done fairly and 

sonestly, in a way the rest of the country won't achieve in a hun- 
dred years. But, alas, they were : too literate; they were well read 
jn religious literature; and-atheism was not theif-philosophy, 
which-eombined Baptist and Tolstoyan beliefs with those of Yoga. 
It appeared that such a commune was criminal and that it could 
not bring people happiness. ) 

In the twenties, a large group of Tolstoyans was exiled-to the 
foothills of the Altai and there they established communal settle- 
ments jointly with the Baptists. When the construction of the 
Kuznetsk industrial-eomplex-began, they supplied it with food 
products. Then arrests began—first the teachers (they were not - 
eaching in accordance with thé government programs), and 
he children ran after the cars, shouting. And after that the com- 
mune leaders were taken. i 

* The Big Solitaire game played:with the socialists went on and 
on uninterruptedly— of course, (Ao 
_ © In 1929, also, those historians who had/net been sent abroad 
In time<were=arrested:- Platonov, Farle, Lyubavsky;-Gotye, Li- 
khachev, Izmailov, and the outstanding literary scholar M. M. 
Bakhtin. WN Pu 

0 From one end of the country to the other, nationaliti | kept 
pouring in. The Yakuts were imprisoned after'the-evolt-of- 192. 
The Buryat-Mongols were imprisoned after the uprising of 1929 
and they say about 35,000 were shot, a figure it has been im- 
Possible to verify. The Kazakhs were imprisoned after Budenny’s 
am heroically crushed their revolt in 1930 and 1931. The 
non for Liberation of the Ukraine was put on trial at the be- 

9f 1930 (Professor Yefremov, Chekhovsky, Nikovsk: l» 
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specific quota. o. 
rom then on everything e 
Security operations personnel. 
The former Chekist Aleksandr Kalganov recalls that a tele- 
gram arrived in Tashkent: *Send 200!" They had just finished 
one clean-out, and it seemed as if there was “no one else" to take. 
Well, true, they had just brought in about fifty more from the 
districts. And then they had an idea! They would reclassify as . 


58's all the-n offe being held by the police. No 
oner said than done. But despite that, they had still not filled the 


quota. At that precise moment the police reported that a gypsy , 
band had impudently encamped on one of the city squares and/ 
asked what to do with them. Someone had another bright ideg/ 
They surrounded the encampment and raked in all the gypsy 
men from seventeen to sixty as 58's! They had fulfilled the plan! 
This could happen another way as well: according to-Chief of 


Police Zabolovsky, the Chekists of Ossetia were given a quota Ä 
have A) 


of five hundred to be shot 
it increased, and they. 

ary code. In Temryuk the 
woman telegraphef, in holy innocence, ransmitted to the NKVD 
Switchboard the messape tha[ 240 boxes of soap were to bej 
































Was—and was promptly arrested, herself. 
(Was it indeed totally by chance that the 
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i the street, that means I, too, am doomed. 


years earlier the city had watched while they massacre 
itryside and considered it only natural. Now the countr 
ht have watched them massacre the city, but the coun 
was too dark for that, and was still undergoin, 
uches of its own slaughter. Yan" 
eyor (!) Saunin got fifteen years 
ct and for bad harvests (!) (a 
was shot for the same 
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m only à little while before, who was sometimes proud and 
al ways unprepared, was to be bent and pushed through a narrow 
# ne where his sides would be torn by iron hooks and where he 
d not breathe, so that he would finally pray to get to the 
er end. And at the other end, he would be shoved out, an 
already processed native of the Archipelago, already in the 
romised land. (The fool would keep on resisting! He even 
ought there was a way back out of the pipe.) 

The more time that passes without anything bein 
bout all this, the harder it becomes to assemble the scattered - 
stimony of the-survivors.Be aey tel hat-the—ereatronof 
fabrica ack in the early years of the Organs so 
nstant salutary activity might be perceived as essential. 





Organs might, in a bad hour, have been forced to wither away. 
As the case of Kosyrev makes clear,? the situation of the Cheka 
was shaky even at the beginning of 1919. Reading the newspapers 
of 1918, I ran into the official report of a terrible plot that had 
just been discovered: A group of ten people wanted to (it seems 
they only wanted to!) drag cannon onto the roof of an orphanage 
(let's see—how high was it?) and shell the Kremlin. There were 
ten of them (including, perhaps, women and youngsters), and 
it was not reported how many cannon there were to be—nor 
where the cannon were to come from. Nor what caliber they were. 
Nor how they were to be carried up the stairs to the attic. Nor 
how they were to be set up, on the steeply sloping roof, and so 
they wouldn't recoil when fired! How was it that the Petersburg 
police, when they were fighting to put down the February Revo- 
lution, took nothing heavier than a machine gun up to the roo 
ret thi ing-even-tk icati 1937, was 
fed amd- believed! Apparently, it will be proved to us in time 
16 Gumilyev case of 1921 was also fabricated.” _ 

In that same year, 1921, the Ryazan Cheka fabricated a false 
case of a “plot” on the part of the local intelligentsia. Buten | 
and /777 


Protests of courageous people could still reach Moscow, 
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4 E Part I, Chapter 8, below. 
gave me A. Akhmatova told me she was convinced that this was 
* the name of the Chekist who cooked up the case—Y. Agranov, 
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I| every word declared an opinion, a مس ټون‎ | 

| i such people the mowing machire ü <a And it a 
| the chaff-cutter shredded.? 8 

They had passed through these ver 
walls—for the wallpaper had long see d = "i 
they had been plastered, whitewashed, and pea bed | wo 
once—gave off nothing of the past. (On the contrary em i ٠ 

now tried to listen to us with hidden microphones. ) Nêw is 
anything written down or reported of the former inhabitants of 
these cells, of the conversations held in them, of the thoughts 
with which earlier inmates went forth to be shot or to imprison- 
ment on the Solovetsky Islands. And now such a volume, which 
would be worth forty freight car loads of our literature, will in 
all probability never be written. 

Those still alive recount to us all sorts of trivial details: that 
there used to be wooden trestle beds here and that the mattresses 
were stuffed with straw. That, way back in 1920, before they put 
muzzles over the windows, the panes were whitewashed up to 
the top. By 1923 “muzzles” had been installed (although we 
unanimously ascribed them to Beria). They said that back in the 
Wenties, prison authorities had been very lenient toward pris- 
mers communicating with each other by “knocking” on the walls: 
this Was a carry-over from the stupid tradition in the Tsarist 
prisons that if the prisoners were deprived of knocking, they 
vould have no way to occupy their time. And another thing: 
*k in the twenties all the jailers were. Latvians from tlie 
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